
HOST AN EXCHANGE STUDENT and get ready for a life-changing experience! This is a chance to share your story, your traditions and
your customs while learning about others. When you open your home and heart to a YFU international exchange student, you'll develop a
fresh perspective, make memories and gain a new family member for life. Apply online at yfuusa.org or call us to learn more. Our
dedicated staff and volunteers will be there every step of the way.

TYPICAL YFU STUDENTS ARE
from one of 70 countries

proficient speakers in English

eager to learn about your family

medically insured and have their own spending money

able to share a room with another host sibling

sure to become an integral part of your family

YFU PROVIDES
orientations and workshops throughout the exchange year

local support volunteers

24-hour emergency support

ASK YFU ABOUT
Study Abroad discounts for hosting families

Student #: 2018-145-003-0002Janette 16 Year Female from Finland
Outgoing, energetic, and curious Janette from Finland is eager to expand her knowledge of the United States and share her experience
with your family! Janette loves sports and supporting athletics in her community where you will find her coaching a basketball team after
playing 11 years herself back home. Not only does Janette love athletics but she shares a great love for music and the arts as well. Having
played piano and dancing ballet for 5 years, Janette expresses that although she loves to be around people sometimes she enjoys her
time just listening to good music! Being the oldest of four, it is important to Janette to be a positive role-model for her younger siblings.
Liking order and cleanliness, she strives to be the best older sister she can be. Already having been to a few countries, Janette shares a
love of food and culture from around the world and cannot wait to share her year abroad with you and your family!

Student #: 2018-149-003-0003Henri 15 Year Male from Germany
15 year old Henri from Germany is interested in trying new sports while he is on exchange. He states, "I would like to try some of the
sports at school, for example basketball, cross country, or baseball." Henri is an open minded boy who likes to try new things and make
new friends. After school, Henri likes to meet with his friend and just hang out or go swimming , watch movies or run. He enjoys going for
runs with his brother, play badminton, spending time with his family and he just started learning to play the ukulele. Henri states, "But
mainly I would love to participate in the simple things of an american family; like Halloween, or the Thanksgiving day." Would your family
be the one to show him these things? August 2018 arrival.

Student #: 2018-149-003-0005Jule 15 Year Female from Germany
Open-minded and respectful, Jule (15) from Germany is ready for her year in the US. Jule participates in a theater group, and also really
likes to sing; music is her favorite subject in school, next to history. If possible, she'd love the opportunity to join choir at her American
high school. Her friends describe her as lively, talkative, and a good friend, which are qualities that she believes will make her a great
kindergarten teacher someday. While in the US, Jule hopes to become more understanding of other points of view, and of course,
improve her English skills. Jule also likes to cook and bake, spend time with friends, and family, shop, listen to music, go to movies, and
go to the gym with her brother. Will you host Jule? August 2018 arrival.
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Student #: 2018-149-003-0008Thaddaeus 15 Year Male from Germany
Meet 15 year old Thaddaeus. He is helpful, punctual, trustworthy and funny according to his friends. He likes to ski and participate in
kickboxing. In his spare time he likes to read and do couple dancing. With his family they like to go traveling, sightseeing and skiing. With
his friends he likes to play games, talk, listen to music and go to the movies. After his schooling Thaddaeus would like to take a year off
and then go back to school to be a physician. August 2018 arrival.

Student #: 2018-145-003-0003Iida 16 Year Female from Finland
Looking for a teen who is positive, social, open minded and willing to try new things? Maybe Iida,16, from Finland, is the girl for you! This
spunky gal is a doer--enjoying swimming, badminton, dancing, skiing, jogging--most anything that keeps her moving! Indoors, Iida enjoys
crosswords, reading, playing guitar, and of course, shopping! Time with friends and family is important to her--sharing meals, swapping
stories of daily events and just hanging out. During the summer, Iida spends time with family at their summer home, enjoying family boat
trips as well as travel abroad. At home, everyone shares chores such as laundry, taking out trash, shopping and cooking. Iidas interest in
exchange is well founded as her mother, a cousin, and older brother have all been exchange students. Their stories of time abroad fueled
Iidas curiosity & interest. A good student, Iida hopes to hone her English skills while on exchange, become more independent, and
understand American culture by trying new things and totally immersing in American culture. She brings a positive outlook and realistic
expectations into her exchange year and looks forward to meeting her new American family!

Student #: 2018-149-003-0012Madleen 15 Year Female from Germany
Living a year in America is a dream for Madleen (16) from Germany. Handball is her game but she hopes to try a new American sport this
year. Close knit with her parents and older sister they enjoy doing lots of activities as a family. Madleen is a scout leader and loves to go
camping in nature with her friends. She enjoys listening to music and enjoys the theater, math and science. Hoping to follow in the
tradition of her father who also went on exchange as a teenager she looks forward to learning about the American way of life. With her
caring heart and optimistic spirit, is hoping for a second family in America where she can share her culture and love of people while
making new friends and lifelong memories. She thanks you for sharing your life with her.

Student #: 2018-149-003-0013Kenya 14 Year Female from Germany
Kenya, who will be 16 when she arrives in the US, is excited to learn more about the American school system and school related activities.
She says German schools are much different and she cant wait to experience the difference! Hoping to try many new things, Kenya thinks
a new sport would be fun--possibly volleyball or swimming. Described as quiet at first, but self-confident, positive and trustworthy, she is
hoping to share family chores at home, as she does in Germany. A typical teen, Kenya likes spending time with friends, listening to music,
shopping and watching movies and sports. She enjoys traveling with her family, spending holidays together, and playing games. At
school, this good students enjoys studying languages and speaks English, French and a little Spanish in addition to her native German and
is highly respected by teachers and classmates alike. She hopes to use those skills in a vocation in the future. Kenya likes animals but is
hoping for a cat and rabbit free home during her exchange. Can you make Kenyas dream come true?

Student #: 2018-149-003-0014Annemarie 16 Year Female from Germany
Meet 16 year old Annemarie, from Germany, who chose the US for her exchange year because I want to meet the culture, the American
lifestyle, and the high school life--and of course, the people! This outgoing teen describes herself as cheerful, honest, hard working, and
independent. Family plays a central role in her life with both sets of grandparents living close and sharing meals and time together
enjoying movies, visiting zoos and museums, or just working in the garden. Her days are filled with school, where favorite subjects are art
and languages; and after, singing in a choir and running track. At home, Annemarie helps with meal prep, cleaning, pet care, and
yardwork. At home, she enjoys reading, shopping, photography and hanging with friends. While in the US she hopes to try new things,
like maybe surfing or playing a high school sport. Sporty Anne enjoys anything outdoors, like hiking and travel, which she states allows
me to explore the world and maybe leave my prejudices behind. Is there room in your home and your heart for this genuine young lady?
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Student #: 2018-171-003-0008Mana 15 Year Female from Japan
Does music bring joy to your world? It certainly does for 15 year old Mana, from Japan! This talented young lady plays piano and clarinet
and is part of a brass band. She also loves to sing and dance for fun. Manas passion for student exchange began very early in life as her
family has hosted many exchange students since Mana was very young. She says her passion for English and her curiosity about other
cultures was born through her home experiences with host siblings. Besides music, Mana loves food! Friends say she always looks SO
happy while eating and Mana is excited to try new American foods next year. She is also honing her own cooking skills so she can share
Japanese food and culture with you. Her family, which includes parents and often, grandparents who live nearby, share meals together
daily and talk about the events of the day. Mana lives near mountains and greenery and values the beauty of nature. Other interests
include computer games, crafting, volunteering, movies, travel and animals especially her pet cat). Mana would like to work at an airport
in the future.

Student #: 2018-171-003-0009Takane 15 Year Female from Japan
A bit shy at first, 15 year old Takane, from Japan, often expresses herself through music . She has played piano for 9 years and danced
ballet for 12 years. Ballet, she says is not easy and she has learned determination from many years of practicing and developing her ballet
skills. During her exchange year, she hopes to expand her dance skills to other types like modern or hip hop. Describing herself as lively,
serious and energetic, Takane is excited to spend her exchange year in the US, where she hopes to experience a multi-racial society and
learn about many cultures different from hers in Japan. Takanes favorite subject in school is math because she is good at calculation.
Someday she hopes to use her math skills as an architect. When not in school or dancing, Takane enjoys baking, animals, computer
games and volunteering. She is excited to make many new friends, improve her English skills, and enjoy geography different from where
she lives in Japan. Will your home be the base for Takanes American experience?

Student #: 2018-149-003-0017Anna 14 Year Female from Germany
Soon to be 15 year old Anna from Germany is both artistic and community minded. Drawing is a passion of Annas. She likes to see how the
picture develops from an idea, as a story in a book. Annas school promotes volunteerism and Anna volunteers weekly at a nursing home
where she has built a relationship with a woman who has no relatives. Anna is also a member of the Order of Malta, where she has
learned first aid to use at school events. Anna considers herself a normal girl, curious and open-minded, who likes sports such as tennis
and taekwondo. She enjoys shopping with friends and traveling with family. In school Anna prefers languages and math, except for Latin!
Anna lives with her parents and younger brother. Her parents consider Anna reliable and honest. Anna is looking forward to experiencing
the culture of an American high school with its clubs, sports and activities. She thanks you for considering bringing her into your family!

Student #: 2018-149-003-0020Sara 15 Year Female from Germany
15 year old Sara from Germany is an exceptional young lady! She sings, she dances, she volunteers and she loves to travel! Sara has been
taking private voice lessons for years and even writes her own songs to perform and record. Singing never fails to improve her mood. She
is involved in a musical jazz dance company. Sara likes dancing in a group for the opportunity to learn from others. In school Saras
favorite subjects are English and history. Wise beyond her years, she believes you must know the past to understand the present. Sara
also participates in an acolyte group at her church and volunteers in a group at school that supports disadvantaged students. In her free
time Sara gets together with friends to take pictures, watch movies and talk. Sara lives with her mother. They share their love of travel
and do so as often as possible. Sara has long looked forward to her exchange year. She wants to experience the United States not as a
tourist, but as a member of a family. Sara looks forward to getting to know you!

Student #: 2018-149-003-0023Lilly 14 Year Female from Germany
Lilly, 14 years old (to be 15 in Spring) from Germany has rarely met someone with whom she couldnt strike up a conversation! Lilly loves
to be around family and friends, trying new activities and building relationships. Her teachers describe Lilly as someone who takes
initiative and is insightful. Lilly leads an active life, enjoying dancing, shopping with friends, most sports, but especially tennis, skiing and
water sports. She is excited to try new activities on her exchange year and hopes to join your family in your favorite hobbies. Lillys
favorite subject in school is English. She loves languages, travel and experiencing different cultures. Lilly describes herself as open-
minded, flexible and someone who loves to laugh. Her family consists of her parents and sister. As a family they enjoy skiing and
spending time at the beach. Lily looks forward to having a second home with your family.
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Student #: 2018-126-008-0004Macarena 16 Year Female from Chile
Sociable, cheerful, active Macarena (Maca), 16, from Chile loves spending time with her supportive family and good friends. Because her
parents work much of the time and she and her younger brother are busy with school, she describes her home life as quiet, but the
family spends evening meals and weekends together, often traveling to a nearby city or having barbecues in the yard with friends and
relatives. Favorite activities with friends include celebrating birthday parties and going to the beach. Not much of a TV watcher although
she likes going to the cinema, Maca also enjoys camping, biking, handball, photography, and listening to favorite music groups such as
Coldplay and Maroon 5. Because she is working toward a career as a physician, she is a conscientious student, and her favorite academic
subject is biology. Excited about spending a year in an American family and school, Maca looks forward to sharing her Chilean culture,
but something she really hopes to do is to be able to cook and bake with her new family. (Winter Year student)

Student #: 2018-145-003-0001Santeri 16 Year Male from Finland
Meet open-minded 16 year-old Santeri from Finland. In his spare time, Santeri volunteers as an assistant coach for his local soccer team!
He is interested in social studies because he is very curious about our society. Satneri thrives in subjects like physics, chemistry and math
because to him, they explain how the world works and he enjoys solving problems/puzzles. He would enjoy working in finance one day.
He describes himself as social, very adaptive, global and open-minded. "I'm smart, friendly, fair and conscientious. I hope my exchange
year will widen my world and give me a different point of view to life and school." Santeri states. He has always dreamed of living in the
united states and cant wait to catch a glimpse of the American way of life while on exchange! Will you help make his dreams a reality?

Student #: 2018-231-003-0001Jenny 17 Year Female from Sweden
Fearless Jenny from Sweden likes putting herself to the test and challenging herself to accomplish her goals and dreams! Described as a
compassionate young lady, you will find Jenny to be a 17 year old girl who cares about the general equality for all deep in her roots.
Ready to lend a hand to any friend or family member in need, Jenny also enjoys skiing on her free time where she is a part of a down-hill
ski team. As Jenny likes to discover new places, she enjoys photography, horseback riding and hanging out with her dog. Jenny looks
forward to her time abroad here in the United States and cannot wait to share with you part of her Swedish culture as well!

Student #: 2018-145-003-0005Eveliina 16 Year Female from Finland
Happy, open-minded 16 year old Eveliina from Finland loves sports! She currently plays Ringette, which is similar to ice hockey. Eveliina
also enjoys soccer with friends, running and gym workouts. She looks forward to trying new sports while on exchange. Eveliina gets
excellent grades in school where she especially likes her English and science classes. She hope to study at University some day. With her
friends, Eveliina plays sports, cooks, listens to music, goes out to eat or just chills. She also enjoys shopping and loves to travel. Evellinas
family consists of her parents and two sisters. They are an active family and travel often. They spend a lot of time in the summer at their
family cottage. Eveliina hopes her host family has pets, since she loves animals. She looks forward to having an exchange year full of
unforgettable experiences and thanks you for helping her long time dream come true!

Student #: 2018-149-003-0006Lilli 14 Year Female from Germany
Are you ready for Lilli (15) from Germany? Friendly and open, Lilli is always ready and willing to try new things. She participates in a Judo
team and loves to practice in her spare time. In her team, she is a trusted friend and loves to help anyone in need of advice. Lilli is
interested in math and science in school, and is hoping to become either an engineer or a landscape architect. She is also interested in
economics, philosophy, and the English language. She is hoping that her exchange experience will make her a global citizen, learning
more about other cultures and people. Lilli wants to improve her English as well, so it is easier for her to communicate with lots of other
people. In her spare time, Lilli likes to watch sports, mainly basketball and soccer, keeping up with politics, spending time with friends
and family, and travelling.
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